ORAL HISTORY RESOURCE GUIDE

1.  General Resources:  Folklore, Fieldwork, and Oral History

Baum, Willa K. 1991. Transcribing and Editing Oral History. Nashville, TN: American Association for State and Local History.

Blatz, Perry K. 1990. "Craftsmanship and Flexibility in Oral History: A Pluralistic Approach to Methodology and Theory." Public Historian, v. 12, pp. 7-22.

Dunaway, David K., and Willa K. Baum, eds.  1984.  Oral History: An Interdisciplinary Anthology. Nashville: American Association for State and Local History in cooperation with the Oral History Association.
Georges, Robert A. and Michael O. Jones. 1980.  People Studying People: The Human Element in Fieldwork.  Berkeley and Los Angeles, CA: University of California Press.

Grele, Ronald J. 1991. "Useful Discoveries: Oral History, Public History, and the Dialectic of Narrative." Public Historian, v. 13, no. 2, pp. 61-85. 

Hasker, Nelson.  2000.  Listening for Our Past:  A Lay Guide to African American Oral History Interviewing.  Cincinnati, OH:  Heritage Research Creations.  

Havlice, P. P.  1985.  Oral History:  A Reference Guide and Annotated Bibliography.  Jefferson, NC:  McFarland.

Hoopes, James.  1979.  Oral History:  An Introduction for Students.  Chapel Hill, NC:  University of North Carolina Press.

Ives, Edward. 1980. The Tape-Recorded Interview: A Manual for Field Workers in Folklore and Oral History. Knoxville, TN: University of Tennessee Press. 

Jackson, Bruce.  1987.  Fieldwork.  Urbana, IL:  University of Illinois Press.

McMahan, Eva and Kim Lacy Rogers, eds. 1994. Interactive Oral History Interviewing. Hillsdale, NJ: Lawrence Erlbaum Associates, Publishers. 

Neuenschwander, John N.  1985.  Oral History and the Law. Denton, Texas: Oral History Association.

Perks, R.  1990.  Oral History:  An Annotated Bibliography.  London:  The British Library.

Ritchie, Donald. 1995.  Doing Oral History. New York: Twayne Publishers. 

Stricklin, David, and Rebecca Sharpless, eds.  1988.  The Past Meets the Present: Essays on Oral History. Lanham, MD: University Press of America.
Thompson, Paul.  1988.  The Voice of the Past.  Oxford:  Oxford University Press.  

Thomson, Alistair. 1998.  “Fifty Years On: An International Perspective on Oral History,” The Journal of American History, v. 85, no. 2, pp. 581-595. 

Yow, Valerie Raleigh. 1994. Recording Oral History: A Practical Guide for Social Scientists. Walnut Grove, London, New Delhi: AltaMira Press.

2.  Oral History Web Resources

2.1. Institutions’ Websites

Center for Documentary Studies at Duke University


http://cds.aas.duke.edu/
http://www.indivisible.org/pdf/docWork_Eng.pdf
“Putting Documentary Work to Work”:  guide primarily intended for local, community-based documentary projects, but contains more broadly applicable instructions on project planning, interview techniques, recording equipment usage, and project presentation.

Center for the Study of History and Memory (formerly the Oral History Research Center) 

at Indiana University

http://www.indiana.edu/~ohrc/
http://www.indiana.edu/~ohrc/pamph1.htm
“Oral History Techniques: How to Organize and Conduct Oral History Interviews”:  a brief overview of pre-interview, interview, and post-interview practices.

Institute for Oral History at Baylor University

http://www3.baylor.edu/Oral_History/Welcome.html
http://www3.baylor.edu/Oral_History/Workshop_welcome.html
“Oral History Workshop on the Web”:  detailed introductory guide; sections include “Introduction to Oral History,” “Tips for Family Oral History,” and “Transcribing Style Guide.”

The Library of Congress’s American Folklife Center


http://lcweb.loc.gov/folklife/afc.html

http://lcweb.loc.gov/folklife/fieldwk.html
Peter Bartis’s  “Folklife and Fieldwork:  A Layman’s Introduction to Field Techniques”:  a useful introduction for researchers, contains model forms and bibliography organized topically.

Oral History Association


http://www.dickinson.edu/oha/

http://omega.dickinson.edu/organizations/oha/EvaluationGuidelines.html
“Oral History Evaluation Guidelines”, OHA Pamphlet No. 3:  offers both OHA’s oral history project guidelines and their standards for project evaluation.

http://www.ucpress.edu/journals/ohr/index.htm
Oral History Review, official journal of the OHA, published biannually; limited online access.



http://www2.h-net.msu.edu/~oralhist/
H-Oralhist, associated with OHA, is a “network for scholars and professionals active in studies related to oral history”; contains lengthy, edited discussion logs on methodology, ethical considerations, recording equipment, and other relevant topics.

Southern Oral History Program at University of North Carolina - Chapel Hill


http://www.sohp.org/
Extensive website detailing SOHP’s research, outreach, and education projects; contains information on SOHP archives, some of which are accessible online.

http://www.unc.edu/depts/sohp/info.html
Oral history how-to guide; focuses mainly on processes of interviewing, drafting legal agreements, and transcribing audio.

Educators, see also:

Association of Oral History Educators


http://www.geocities.com/aohelanman
Directed by Dr. Barry Lanman, AOHE “is a non-profit professional organization dedicated to the effective implementation of oral history as an educational methodology.”  Site contains AOHE’s newsletter, membership information, and information on the annually awarded Betty Key Oral History Educator Award.

2.2.  Additional Indexes of Oral History Resources

“Oral History How-To Guides”

http://www.bcpl.net/~dcurtis/oralhistory/howto.html
Oral History Association’s links to oral history sites 

http://www.dickinson.edu/oha/Othersites.html
Center for the Study of History and Memory’s “Miscellaneous Oral History Resources”

http://www.indiana.edu/~ohrc/misc.htm
“Doing Oral History” sources

http://www.doingoralhistory.org/sources.html
2.3.  Equipment Resources Online

UCLA Oral History Program’s “Analog Magnetic Audio Recording Equipment and Accessories”


http://www.library.ucla.edu/libraries/special/ohp/ohpmag.htm
A concise, practical guide to analog (non-digital) recording equipment; includes:  select bibliography, equipment explanations, purchasing advice (with prices as of January 2001), and maintenance advice. 

Cassette Recorders are available for purchase online at: 

http://www.amazon.com
http://www.bhphotovideo.com
http://www.fullcompass.com
http://www.cassettehouse.com
http://www.blankmedia.net
3.  Local or Community History Resources

Allen, Barbara, and William L. Montell. 1981.  From Memory to History: Using Oral Sources in Local Historical Research.  Nashville, TN: American Association for State and Local History.
Baum, Willa K. 1975.  Oral History for the Local Historical Society. 2nd. ed. Nashville, TN: American Society for State and Local History.

Brecher, Jeremy.  1986.  History from Below: How to Uncover and Tell the Story of Your Community, Association, or Union. New Haven, CT: Commonwork Pamphlets/Advocate Press.
Eff, Elaine, ed.  1995.  You Should Have Been Here Yesterday:  A Guide to Cultural Documentation in Maryland.  Crownsville:  The Maryland Historical Trust Press.

Felt, Thomas. 1976. Researching, Writing and Publishing Local History. Nashville, TN: American Association for State and Local History. 

Kammen, Carol, ed. 1996. The Pursuit of Local History: Readings on Theory and Practice. Walnut Creek, London, New Delhi: AltaMira Press.

Mercier, Laurie and Madeline Buckendorf. 1992. “Using Oral History in Community History Projects.”  Los Angeles, CA: Oral History Association, Pamphlet No. 4.

Mundell, Kathleen, and H. A. Frost-Kumpf.  1995.  Sensing Place:  A Guide to Community Culture.  Augusta, ME:  Maine Arts Commission.

Slim, Hugo and Paul Thompson.  1995.  Listening for a Change:  Oral Testimony and Community Development.  Philadelphia:  New Society Publishers.
4.  Resources for Teachers

4.1. Literature on Oral History in Schools

Blaustein, Richard.  1992.  “An Oral History Guide—Golden Days.”  The Gifted Child Today, v. 15, pp. 15-17.  [Text also available at http://www.pbs.org/willa/pages/page11.html.]

Brown, Cynthia Stokes. 1988.  Like It Was: A Complete Guide to Writing Oral History. New York: Teachers & Writers Collaborative.

Clegg, Luther B., et al. 1992.  "Creating Oral History Projects for the Social Studies Classroom." Social Studies Review, v. 32, pp. 53-60. 

Gillis, C.  1992.  The Community as a Classroom:  Integrating School and Community Through Language Arts.  Portsmouth, NH:  Boynton/Cook Publishers. 

Hill, Margaret.  2001.  “Oral History Research:  Internet Resources and Reports.”  Social Education, v. 65, no. 1, pp. 4-6. 

Huerta, Grace C., and Leslie A. Flemmer.  2000.  “Using Student-Generated Oral History Research in the Secondary Classroom.”  The Clearing House, v. 74, no. 2, pp. 105-110.

Jennings, Judy.  1996.  “’My Mama Told Me:’ Reclaiming the Story in Oral History.”  The History Teacher, v. 30, pp.89-95.

Lanman, Barry A., and George L. Mehaffy. 1989.  “Oral History in the Secondary School Classroom.” Los Angeles, CA: Oral History Association, Pamphlet No. 2.

Payne, Emily M., and Barbara G. Lyman.  1994.  “Family and Community Oral History.”  Reading Improvement, v. 31, pp. 221-223.

Preskill, Stephen.  1992.  “The Black Women Oral History Project (Book Review).”  Educational Studies, v. 23, pp. 164-178.

Roy, Loriene. 1993.  “Planning an Oral History Project.”  Journal of Youth Services in Libraries, v. 6, pp. 409-413.

Sitton, Thad, et al. 1983. Oral History: A Guide for Teachers (and Others). Austin, TX: University of Texas Press.

Steinberg, Stephen.  1993.  “The World Inside the Classroom:  Using Oral History to Explore Racial and Ethnic Diversity.”  The Social Studies, v. 84, pp. 71-73.

Whitman, Glenn.  2000.  “Teaching Students How to Be Historians:  An Oral History Project for the Secondary School Classroom.”  The History Teacher, v. 33, no. 4, pp. 469-481. 

Wood, Linda P.  2001.  Oral History Projects in Your Classroom. Carlisle, PA: Oral History Association.
4.2. Examples of School Oral History Projects

Brody, Barry, and Alan J. Singer. 1990.  "Franklin K. Lane High School Oral History Project and History Magazine." OAH Magazine of History, v. 4, pp. 7-9. 

The Bland County History Archives, maintained by the students of Rocky Gap High School (Rocky Gap, Virginia).  Available at http://www.bland.k12.va.us/bland/rocky/gap.html
Mooresville High School (Mooresville, Indiana) “We Made Do – Recalling the Great Depression.”  Available at http://ipad.mcsc.k12.in.us/mhs/social/madedo/
Reston Reflections Oral History Archive - The Langston Hughes Middle School Project (Reston, Virginia).  Available at http://www.gmu.edu/library/specialcollections/pcaoral.html 

Additional school projects at http://www.doingoralhistory.org/sources.html
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